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addressed a great meeting at the Cooper Insti-
tute in New York, and stated once more and
with great effect the opinions he had slowly
worked out in the preceding years.

The excitement and heat of the contest at
this crisis in the history of the United States was
suddenly inflamed once more by an incident in
October 1859, an incident which was compar-
able in its effect on the South with the beat-
ing of Senator Sumner by Preston Brooks in
its effect on the North. On the night of Sunday,
October 16, John Brown, the anti-slavery
fanatic whose murderous attack at Potawotomie
in Kansas in May 1856 had gone unpunished,
suddenly attacked an arsenal of the United
States situated at Harper's Ferry in Virginia.
John Brown was at the head of a little band of
thirteen whites, including three of his sons, and
five negroes, and he seems to have intended that
his raid should help to free the slaves and found
for them a refuge in the Appalachian moun-
tains. After fierce fighting John Brown was
captured on Tuesday, October 18, but only
after the militia had been called out and with
them a detachment of United States marines
under the command of Robert E. Lee, later to
be a great general in the Civil War. John Brown
was tried for murder and treason, condemned to
death and hanged on December 2. His last
speech was dignified and fervent, and many
opponents of slavery in the North regarded him
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